
The Paul Freches Gallery will be presenting “ Relations” , featuring recent works by 
Xiang Liqing (1973-), as the second part of the “ Chinese season”  series of exhibitions. 
Xiang Liqing, prolific artist and enigmatic figure, mixes painting, photography, 
installations and sculpture in a multiform work that gives voice to his existential 
concerns with humour and poetry. Testifying on behalf of his society with a slant, and 
catching the unchangeable in all things and beings that surround him, his works reach 
beyond the Chinese context they are born of. 
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Neither overtly political, nor entirely conceptual, Xiang Liqing’s work is set back in such 
a way that social critique is never face-on, and cautiousness is alleviated by a glow of 
optimism. 
 

 
 
 

                          

                             Une saison Chinoise  
            Part two : Relations 

 
 

 Xiang Liqing 
 

Press release (1/2) 

 

 Pulling these things, 2007 
 Photograph 
 Lambda print, 75 x 90  cm  
 

Media partner 
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A multiform work 
 
 Aged 34, Xiang Liqing’s output as a visual artist is surprisingly prolific. His work 
is diverse in form, eclectic, a perpetually renewed practice, never pinned to one medium. 
Though originally a painter – he graduated at the Central Academy of Fine Arts – he was 
snatched from anonymity in 2001 with his photographs of stacked buildings, that he 
digitally recomposed. They have circulated worldwide through themed exhibitions on 
urbanism and/or Chinese contemporary art. Bridging disciplines, his work includes 
installations and sculpture, as well as (simulated) actions using photography as a 
document. Different styles also are mixed, from pop to minimal, to post-cubism or 
documentary. 
 

Staying clear however of gratuitous and sterile dispersion, the point of his post-modern 
multi-media practice lies in the breath that is given to the whole: an energy. 
 

The risk lies in getting lost, in passing on for want of landmarks or discourse, when the 
work often has no need for either. 
Xiang Liqing takes the risk. Disinclined to compromise, he is both at ease and introvert, 
and chooses to remain in the background from the bubbling, glittery, Chinese 
contemporary art scene in Shanghai, where he lives and works. 
 
Characteristic of his work is the prevailing attention to form, and the way it 
predetermines, almost intuitively, what is inside. 
The focused pertinence and clarity of his constructed images are striking. 
 
The motivation behind his work 
 

Man is the central figure, whether artist, Chinese, as individual or group, free, solitary or 
under pressure. 
With this in mind, attention jumps not only to his unrealistic, unembellished, tableaux of 
Chinese society in constant mutation, undergoing radical transformation at a relentless 
pace for the past fifteen years, but also to the existential nature of the content, granting 
scope to the work beyond that of mere social testimony, to reach the universal and set off 
again for more abstract waters, as with Self Dyeing (2007). 
 
The whole displays a poetic dimension, as formal language is constructed through 
repetition and accumulation, building on China’s dialectical inherited approach to mass 
and unit, emptiness and fullness, or container and content. 
 

Each series of works, whether grouped by theme or by medium, cross-references 
another. And in interacting, the coherent body of work they make up, gives the feeling of 
a turning point. Attempts at categorizing this work are vain. Its experience in a time of its 
own is the key to apprehending it fully. 

 
Xiang Liqing is considered in his country to be one of the most promising artists of his generation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Never sway (Rock never), 2003 
Six photographs, 

Lambda prints, 200 x 100 cm (each) 
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Being 
 
 
My deepest feeling as regards people’s behaviour and attitude in my pictures is of 
illusory, collectivised blindness. 
        Xiang Liqing 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Where are they crowding to, 2001 
Oil on canvas, 120 x 160 cm 
 

Crawling (Crawling state), 2004 
Installation with a thousand of China-made figurines 
 

The second generation, 2005 
Photographs 
Lambda prints, 112 x 150 cm (each) 
 

Unchangeable, 2005 
Photographs 
Lambda print, variable diameters 

 

 Singular 
 
 

 The same 
 

  

Unchangeable 
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 Doing (and undoing) 
 
Taking inspiration from a rapidly emerging modern city, his photographs show a state 
of chaos that arises from the relation between everyday life and the constantly mutating 
structure of the city. 
        Yang Xinyi 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2003-p-2, 2004 
Innumerable aspects series 
Photograph 
136 x 80 cm 
 

Pulling these things, 2007 
Photograph 
Lambda print, 69,5 x 110 cm 
 

Filling a lack of space  
(Filling the vacuum), 2007 
Photograph 
Lambda print, 100 x 79,6 cm

               The things 
 

The link 
 

The space 
 

My work describes and reflects 
the outdoor pressure that weighs 
on people  

   

                        Xiang Liqing 
 

 

In relation with columns (Epicentre), 2004 
Photograph 

Lambda print, 109 x 60 cm 
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Becoming 
 
 
 
 Everything changes, adjusts, increases or decreases constantly. I cannot say 
exactly what it is. 

         
 Xiang Liqing 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plastic flowers, 2007 
Photograph 
Lambda print, 100 x 75,5 cm 
 

Residence (House), 2006 
Photographs 
7 Lambda prints under Diasec, stuck on aluminium, 60 x 60 cm 
 

 

  Mutant 
 

    Constant 
 

 A picture 
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 Relations: The exhibition 
 
 The Paul Frèches Gallery will be showing the Self-D yeing installation (2007) 
in parallel with a selection of photographs titled Pulling These Things, taken from the 
Relations collection and showing the artist pulling rubble and boxes with cotton threads.  
The exhibition will take place from February 14th to April 12th. 
 
Pulling these things is a photographic report of a simulated action undertaken by the artist 
or another. 
In principle it is absurd: he repeats it as if condemned like Sysiphus or the Danaides. His 
means are incompatible with the very nature of the task whereas the end is obscure.  
His body bends and the thread, representing the fragile connection between man and 
environment, stretches. When the thread connects with the earth as if cultivating it, it 
seems to conjure up the act of creation. 
 
The minimal and three-dimensional Self-Dyeing stands out from the rest of his work as 
the most abstract, where all reference to man is gone. It counterbalances an otherwise 
dark and painful view of existence. These coloured spirals of thread wound round 
upside-down spinning tops give off positive energy as they turn, generating their own 
energy and echoing the silk thread in the Tao Te King and I Ching in an optimistic 
fashion.  
 
In the West, cone is a stoic figure of the mind of man, only determined by its own 
essence. 
 

For Xiang Liqing, creation is first and foremost a spontaneous process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Self Dyeing, 2007 

Part of the installation 
Hand-tainted cotton threads, resin 

 

« Once this work 
completed, I felt 
like blown up, 
happy… » 
          Xiang Liqing 
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Curriculum vitae 
 
Education 
 

1995 
Graduated from China Academy of Fine Arts (Oil painting department) 
 
Exhibitions 
 

Selected solo exhibitions 
 

2008 
Relations, galerie Paul Frèches, Paris, France 
 

2007 
ShContemporary, Shanghai, solo show, galerie Paul Frèches, China 
 

2006 
Entertainment's surplus value - Xiang Liqing, 2577 Longhua Road, Xuhui, Shanghai, China 
 

2004 
Shanghai Unlimited, galerie Paul Frèches, Gallargues-le-Montueux, France 
 

2003 
Xiang Liqing-Pure, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai, China 
 

2001 
In the middle of change, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai, China 
News from Hangzhou, Liqing Xiang, Art50, Shanghai, China 
 

Selected group shows 
 

2007 
Migration Addicts 2007, Bi-city Biennial of Urbanism and Architecture, Shenzhen, Hong Kong, China 
China today, New Chinese medias, Art Gallery of Austria chancellor's office, Vienna, Austria 
China contemporary art, La lunga marcia dell'avanguardia, Villa Croce, Museo d'arte contemporanea, Genoa, Italy 
NYC Photo, Phillips, de Pury, New York, USA 
Individual Position 2, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai, China 
The year of the Golden Pig, Contemporary Chinese art from the Sigg collection, Lewis Glucksman Gallery, Cork, Ireland  
China express, Photos divers, Photography festival of Levallois, France 
Art 38 Basel Professional Day-Focus Shanghai Art Fair, Switzerland 
Gan She Intervention, Various Places, Shanghai, China 
 

2006  
C On Cities, The 10th Biennial of Architecture of Venice, Italy 
China Contemporary, Architecture, Art and Visual Culture, Museum Boijmans van Beuningen, Rotterdam, Netherlands 
Entertainment’s surplus value, BizArt, Shanghai, China 
38 solo exhibitions, Shanghai (cancelled exhibition), China 
Restless, Contemporary photography and new media today, MOCA Museum of Contemporary Art, Shanghai, China 
Passages en ville, second Photo and video festival of Biarritz, France 
Paul Frèches, D-Foto España (fair), San Sebastian, Spain 
 

2005 
Zooming into focus: contemporary Chinese Photography and video from the Haudenschild Collection, NAMOC, National Art Museum of 
China, Beijing, China 
(and: 2005, Institute of Contemporary Arts, Singapour / et : 2003, SDSU University Art Gallery, San Diego State University et San 
Diego Museum of Art, San Diego, United States) USA 
MC1, the 1st Biennial of Chinese Contemporary art: Montpellier - Chine, Montpellier, France 
Art 36 Basel, Art Fair, Switzerland 
Go back to the future, Germany and Poland 
Collective Space, Hong Kong, China 
Shanghai Constructions, Hushen Gallery, Shanghai, China 
China part I, Dynamic in the public space, L.A. Gallery, Lothar Albrecht, Frankfurt, Germany and Milan, Italy 
 

2004 
Shanghai surprise, Städtische Kunstalle München, Munich, Germany 
Die Chinesen: Fotografie und video aus China, Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg, Wolfsburg, Germany 
Dreaming of the Dragon, IMMA Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin, Ireland 
Dial 6276 1232 for instant art, Shanghai, China 
Art 35 Basel, Art Fair Basel, Switzerland 
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Zooming into focus – Chinese Modern photograph and video show, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai, China 
Zooming into Focus (Tijuana)-Chinese Contemporary Photography from the Haudenschild Collection, Cultural Tijuana, Tijuana, Mexico 
Shanghai unlimited, Galerie Le Petit Camargais, Gallargues, France 
Zooming into Focus (Singapore)-Chinese Contemporary Photography and Video from the Haudenschild Collection, Earl Lu Gallery, Lasalle-
Sia College of the Arts, Singapore 
 

2003 
Free sky – Contemporary Art exhibition, Shanghai Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai, China 
Art 34 Basel, Art Fair, Switzerland 
Artificial breathing, Beijing, China 
The minority is subordinate to the majority, Shanghai BizArt Art Centre, Shanghai, China 
Junction architectural experiment of Chinese contemporary art, Lianyang, China 
Zooming into Focus (San Diego)-Chinese Contemporary Photography from the Haudenschild Collection, University Gallery of San Diego 
State University, San Diego, USA 
Nasty, BizArt, Shanghai, China 
 

2002 
Architecture Art Museum, Shanghai, Chine China 
Urban creation, 4ème Biennale de Shanghai, Shanghai Art Museum, Bizart, Shanghai, Chine China 
Paris – Pékin, Espace Cardin, Paris, France 
24 : 30 Contemporary art exhibition, Shanghai Bizart Centre, Shanghai, China 
 

2001 
That’s Me, Shanghai Dong Da Ming Warehouse, Shanghai, China 
Mantic ecstasy : Photography and video, Hangzou / Shanghai / Beijing, China 
As long as they catch mice…,Munkeruphus Gallery, Denmark 
Music month, BizArt, Shanghai, China 
 

2000 
Inertia and Mask paper works exhibition, Shanghai Oil Painting and Sculpture Institute, Shanghai, China 
Art Fair for supermarket, Shanghai, China 
 

1999 
Art for sale, Shanghai, China 
The same but also changed – Wu Shi Ren Fei, photography exhibition, 859 Tian Yao Qiao Road, Shanghai, China 
The last five minutes, Eastlink Gallery, Shanghai, China 
 
Collections 
 

France 
Private collections 
Ville de Montpellier 
Musée Fabre, Montpellier 
 

Switzerland 
Guy et Myriam Ullens Foundation 
Ulli Sigg collection 
 

United States of America 
LACMA, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles 
Collection Haudenschild 
 

Portugal 
Private collections 
Collection Berardo, Lisbon, Portugal 
 
Bibliography 
 

Selected solo shows catalogues 
 

Xiang Liqing, 2007, China 
In the Middle of Change, Xiang Liqing, ShanghART, China 
Texts by David Spalding, Li Xu 
Pure, Xiang Liqing, ShanghART, 2003, China 
Texts by Zhang Li, Yang Xinyi 
 

Selected group shows catalogues 
 

La lunga marchia dell’avanguardia, SÔSHO editoria, Genoa, 2007 
Xiang Liqing, Passages en ville, 2006, France 
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Créateurs du nouveau monde, Artistes chinois d’aujourd’hui, Catalogue of the Biennial MC1, Le petit Camarguais - Au Diable Vauvert, 
2005, Chine 
Texts by: Jean-Hubert Martin, José Frèches, Gu Zhenqing, Monica Dematté, Lin Zuqiang, Jérôme Sans, Xu Min 
Exhibition cat. Alors, la Chine ?, Centre Georges Pompidou, MNAM, Paris, 2003, France 
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 Programme 
 
Outdoor exhibitions 
 

Guillaume Herbaut and Rémy Lidereau in the exhibition 
  Arborescence, les arbres dans la photographie, 1842-2007 
    Parc de Sceaux Oct. 11, 2007 –  Jan. 14, 2008 
 

Galerie Paul Frèches 
 

A Chinese Season 
Liu Jianhua, Unreal scene 
Dec. 7, 2007 – Feb. 9, 2008 
 

Xiang Liqing, Relations 
Feb. 14 – April 12, 2008 
 

Yan Lei, special project (paintings) with the Galleria Continua (San Ginmignano, Italy) 
May, 9 —  June 7, 2008 
 

CoExpo I 
CoExpo I: carte blanche to Isabelle Le Normand who is inviting Estefanía Peñafiel 
June, 12 – July 19, 2008 

 
 
In library 
 
The galerie Paul Frèches publishes photography books as well as exhibition catalogues 
with Le Petit Camarguais. 
 
Créateurs du Nouveau Monde 
Artistes chinois d ’aujourd’hui 
Le Petit Camarguais – Au Diable Vauvert 
Available at the gallery 
34 €  
 
Pure 
Xiang Liq ing 
Shanghart gallery 
Available at the gallery 
5 €  

 
Xiang Liqing 
Catalogue : the Work 
Available at the gallery 
30 € 

 
And 
 
Guillaume Herbaut 
Tchernobylsty 
Le Petit Camarguais 
Available at the gallery 
35 € 

 

 
Soon: publication of the 
gallery’s Cahier n°3: 
Une Saison chinoise:  
Liu Jianhua, Xiang Liqing,  
Yan Lei,  
with an interview with Xiang 
Liqing, texts by  
Raymond Delambre  
(writer, curator),  
Xiaolu Guo (director) 

 
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Contacts 
 
Paul Frèches, Owner / Director 
paul@paulfreches.com 

 
Joana Anisten, Communication executive / coordination 
joana@paulfreches.com 
+ 33 (0) 6 64 43 12 35 

 
      
 

 
Where is the gallery? 
In Montmartre, just climb the stairway along the Funiculaire (first street on your left) 
12, rue André Barsacq, 75018 Paris 
 

 
 
 

Underground stations: 
Abbesses line 12 / Anvers line 2 
 
Bus Chappe or Drevet  
line Montmartrobus 
 
Wednesday to Saturday, 
2:00 to 7:00 pm 
 
And by appointment 
Closed on Bank Holidays. 
 
 

 

In our neighbourhood:  
Galerie Chappe 
 (4, rue André Barsacq) and 
Kadist Art Fondation 
 (19, rue des Trois Frères) 


